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HOME Society
The HOME Society is a non-profit organization dedicated to making a difference in the lives of people with special needs.

First Community and
Family Fun Day in
the park a successful
event for everyone
Many friends of the HOME Society
came out to Matsqui Village Park
Wednesday Aug. 23 to take part in the
agency’s first-ever “Community Fun
Day.”
The sunny day event was taken in by
many of HOMES’ folks, caregivers,
managers, families, and partners, and
featured an outdoor barbecue, face
painting, cotton candy, bouncy castles,
and a dunk tank.

Cam Doré calls it a career
Cam Doré, the HOME Society’s founding executive director in 1995, now prepares for
retirement, and looks for future adventures. See more page 2.

HOMES Sweet HOMES …
A tribute to Joe
Page 8
Good friend Bryce
Schaufelberger says
goodbye to buddy
Joe Rikley.

Agency corkboard
Page 9
Tidbits, briefs and
photos from
around the HOME
Society.

Activity calendar
Page 11
See what’s this
month’s
happenings are
around the agency.

The highlight was a performance by
annual camp visitor Steve “Elvis”
Elliott. Many folks had their photos
taken with the popular Elvis
impersonator and his pink Cadillac.
For a photo gallery of the day,
see more on page 5.
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HOME Society’s founder retiring this month
By Cam Doré
The end is in sight. I plan to retire after the Gentle
Teaching International in late September 2017.
In the spring of 1994, 23 years ago I became the
founding president of the HOME Society.
I even had the privilege of coming up with the
name Healthy Opportunities for Meaningful
Experience Society.
At that time, I was the executive director of the
Burnaby Association for the Mentally Handicapped
(BAMH), now known as the Burnaby Association
for Community Inclusion (BACI).
This was during the closing of the institutions, and
Burnaby started as a small society with a sheltered
workshop and a large respite center.
During the closure of the institutions, we added 10
or so homes, another five with the Lower Mainland
Community Based Services Society, which I helped
form, and two more homes with PACE (the Pacific
Cam Doré and John McGee get some Starbucks together in 2006.
Association for Community Experience), which I
also helped form as a consultant.
I was committed to making sure everyone had a chance to live in the community.
When we were told that there were 16 people left who would not likely ever make it in the community, a group of us —
including parents, a nursing supervisor from Woodlands, and four other executive directors — did not hesitate to form
another society names HOMES.
We began looking at properties in Maple Ridge and settled on three properties there.
Then along came the West Coast Express, the new Mission-to-Vancouver train, and they expropriated two of our homes
for the train stop in Maple Ridge.
As the president of the society, I ran around with Community Living B.C. representative Annelie Kitzmann and BC
Housing reps, looking at properties.
We decided to look in Abbotsford, focusing on the more-rural areas.
While we looked at possible sites, we also were getting training from Dr. John Mcgee in Gentle Teaching.
John had a reputation for being able to work with individuals who had been forgotten on the back wards of many
institutions across the world. In those early days, we also connected with Marsha Forest and Jack Pierpoint, two strong
advocates for Inclusion from Toronto.
We had no staff yet, so we trained a variety of people in the Lower Mainland, mainly based out of the Burnaby association
where I was still the executive director.
Continued on next page
Cam, left, with his
familiar camera at
camp in 2009, and
joined by his daughters
Audra and Claire, as
well as partner
Vasento, for the
HOME Society
Christmas dinner in
December 2006.
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Cam sets up HOME Society in Abbotsford
From previous page
It was a busy time with the work of supporting 10
new homes, plus two other societies, and now the
upcoming HOME Society, where I was president.
In those days it was typical for BC Housing to
build or renovate homes with minimal agency
involvement, and without ever meeting the people
supported.
The HOME Society was going to be different.
We insisted that we get to choose and work with
an architect, and that the architect meet the men
and women who were still in Woodlands.
We began work with Anthony Boni, an architect
that we had worked with for many years in
Burnaby.
Over the course of a year and half, we built four
homes in Abbotsford, starting with Swensson,
followed by 58th, then Bradner, and finally
Eleanor.
Cam Doré enjoys a kayak during camp at Cultus Lake, and painting
Did I have any previous experience in managing
the new HOME Society offices.
group homes?
There were those 18 or so homes in Burnaby and
the other two societies, but where did it all start?
Back in 1969, shortly after the first man landed on the moon, I helped St. Vincent De Paul Society set up and manage a
short-term home for men from all backgrounds, including homeless men, those just out of jail, new arrivals to the city,
First Nations men, and even some seniors.
Continued on next page

Dave: Thank you for everything Cam
It’s a time we all knew would one day come, but it’s a still a strange feeling to even think about life
at HOMES without you here.
All that HOMES stands for is a direct reflection of the values you have personally instilled in the
very fabric of what we do.
In last days of Woodlands, you were the one with the vision and the steely resolution to instill a
culture of gentleness in the lives of the marginalized folks leaving Institutional life; to create a safe
place where people could be healed, nurtured and loved.
Your leadership was absolute and yet never controlling; you led by example each and every day,
there was never anything asked of others that was not first modelled by you.
You were: the first one and last one at a crisis on a Friday night; the guy fixing the toilet on a
Sunday afternoon; the one comforting a crying soul.
You taught us all to look for the gifts in others; to focus on what folks were good at, not what they struggled with.
Cam, you have touched and changed many lives over your career, not only with HOMES, but also the many other nonprofit agencies that you created in service of others.
I know that my life and the lives of countless others been touched and improved in the most profound ways through your
leadership, guidance and friendship.
For that I say a great big loud THANK YOU!

Dave Lappin
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Doré’s HOMES career celebrated
Folks are invited to celebrate our beloved
Cam Dore who is retiring 23 years after
founding the HOME Society. It is his
vision that is the foundation of all we do.
We will be hosting a dinner and
celebration Thursday, Oct. 19 at the

Rancho (35110 Delair Rd.). Dinner will be
served at 6 p.m. We hope to see as many folks
there as possible. Please join us to share stories
and enjoy a fun evening. RSVP by Oct. 12, by
email to Chrisanna at
Chrisanna.Sampson@homesociety.ca.

Cam worked in an underground copper mine
From previous page
They could stay two or three months, until they
could sort out living and perhaps a job.
I lived in, and managed the home for eight to 10
men, often more when it was very cold outside,
with Mrs. Cook who did the cooking.
We provided the basics — food, lodging, and
encouragement.
The men would go off to see social workers, and
come back discouraged and angry.
As a young 23-year-old, I admired what St.
Vincent dePaul Society was doing, but I felt I
needed to know more about social work.
After a year, I headed to the northern part of
Vancouver Island, where I worked in an
underground copper mine for six months to
make money for university.
Then it was off to Windsor Ontario to get a
Bachelor of Social work, and later at UBC where
I got a Masters of Social Work.
Cam and Ish take a moment to relax at Cultus Lake camp in
During this time in university, I worked in a
clinic for young folks diagnosed with
August 2008.
schizophrenia and other mental health issues,
and then a clinic for those with addictions,
mostly alcoholics. This was followed by work at Vancouver General Hospital, where I worked in an out-patient clinic for
children and their parents.
After leaving UBC, I worked in the West End of Vancouver with the Gordon Neighbourhood House Society. It was while
at Gordon House that I heard about the work at the Burnaby association.
Within days of starting work at the Burnaby association, I found out we were expecting twins.
My daughters grew up knowing people with developmental disabilities all their lives.
Their frequent baby sitter was the wonderful Barb Goode.
It was at this time that my heart went to the new Society name HOMES, and I left the Burnaby association to become the
first executive director of the HOME Society.
I was very fortunate being able to bring along Naomi Woo who had worked with me learning accounting the previous three
summers. We also brought along Dave Lappin, and other skilled caregivers, and began the process of putting together a
new agency and four teams for each of the homes.
We had good mentoring from John McGee and, filled with confidence, we took on those last 16 determined to create
community based homes.
Continued on page 7
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Community fun day attracts families
from around our HOME Society
Many folks turned out Aug. 23 for a fun day in Matsqui Park that
included a performance by Steve “Elvis” Elliott, a dunk tank, bouncy
castles, and an outdoor barbecue. Many HOME Society families came
out to take in the Community Fun Day, which ran from 1-7 p.m.

Gentle Teaching International in Vancouver
HOME Society hosting caregivers from around the world
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The Gentle Teaching International Conference is the
only one of it’s kind around the world! The HOME
Society is hosting this year’s GTI conference in
Vancouver from Sept. 19-21.
Gentle teaching is the expression of what John McGee
describes as the Psychology of Interdependence, where
every human being needs to live connected with others
in an equal and mutual relationship, and embedded
in a loving and caring community.
For more information on this conference please
contact the HOME Society at 604-852-7888 or visit
the website at https://gti2017.com/.
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HOMES’s Homies
Notices, vignettes, announcements, photos, and tidbits
from around the HOME Society. To submit a tidbit to
this newsletter, email to newsletter@homesociety.ca.

Berry good day outdoors
From left, Deanna, Sarah, Heidi, Reuben
Deidre, Amy, and Sam spend a day picking
berries at Ravi’s berry farm.

Cam does his Bono impression
Cameron and Jason show off Cam’s new sunglasses.

Larry birthday to you!
Larry Scambler helps Shyanne
celebrate her birthday at Red
Robin recently.

Chit chatting away
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Shannon and Tanya catch up during a break in
the music at Matsqui Park. The two were
taking in the Elvis show at the HOME
Society’s Community Fun Day.
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Thankful for support of HOMES managers
Continued from page 4
Our Mission was simple — to create warm caring
homes, to link with neighbours, and to support the
community.
This mission has served us well over two decades.
We were able to attract great team leaders and
caregivers, many of which are still with us today.
As it became clearer to our funders that we were
succeeding, and the HOME Society was not breaking
down, they began referring more individuals.
Soon we were supporting Chad and AJ and many
followed in their footsteps.
This meant developing new homes, usually requiring
renovations.
We were able to convince Josh and his son Randy to
help with this construction and renovation.
They were even responsible for the conversation of an old
Cam paints during construction of the new HOME Society offices
warehouse to our current office.
Along the way we were fortunate to have many fine
on South Fraser Way.
presidents and board members.
One of those was Chad Brechin, who later became our
go-to person when dealing with renovations and the building department.
After a number of years, we began supporting the last folks to leave Willow Clinic, before it was demolished.
Though we had been preparing for some years, it was a challenging time for one of the men who had been kept behind
plexiglass walls for many years in the institution.
But within a year he was also able to enjoy life in the community, and eventually began living with a family.
Over time we began seeing the many advantages of living in warm caring homes with families, and gradually men and
women began leaving group settings and shifting to families or to small group homes.
Over time the HOME Society began to support more and more young men and
women involved with the law, often related to drug and alcohol issues.
I am deeply thankful to Dave and Diane for the leadership they have given the
many families who have opened their homes to the men and women we
support.
Diane, Kate,
Karen, Shelley,
Anura, and Dave
have worked long
hours to give the
support needed
so that no one
fell through the
cracks.
Continued on
page 10

Dave Lappin helps Cam celebrate his 65th birthday during HOMES
camp at Cultus Lake, above. Cam becomes painter of new HOME
Society offices in 2009, right.
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In Memoriam

My good friend Joe Rikley loved life
By Bryce Schaufelberger
I met Joe at the corner of 4th and James in Mission
about 26 years ago. Joe was just a teenager then. His
friends, Micheal Lord and John Lord, introduced me
to Joe.
The funny thing was when John and I went to the
Mac’s store we thought we were going to get candy,
but it turns out we were getting a pack of smokes
cause Joe was a smoker at the time and needed
someone older to get him cigarettes! I was 25 years
old when I met Joe.
John Lord and I visited Joe a lot at his house. We
played a lot of games, movies, and listened to
music.
Joe liked blades of steel hockey game. He also
liked the movie called “Fast And Furious,” and to
listen to music by Nickelback.
Joe loved his coffee at Tim Horton’s. Joe made us his
specialty coffee at his house that he shared with us when we visited him.
I remember when we introduced Joe to our self-advocacy group in Mission.
Our group told him about who we are, and what we do, and from there he decided to stay with us.
In 2007 our self-advocacy group had a fundraiser to acknowledge me on winning a gold medal in Special Olympics for Team
Canada in soccer from Shanghai China.
Joe was the Fundraising Coordinator for our group at time.
This was when our group convinced Joe to do the DJ for the event and go on to be business adventure called DJ Wheels.
There were a lot of good times together and we took a lot pictures.
We had a lot of good times together at Inclusion BC conferences.
I remember when I was with Joe at a conference in Surrey. We went with Karla and MACL staff and we came up with a
stress ball that we wrote a smiley face on.
Joe and I liked it because it was a fun idea to do with friends. We also went together to the Inclusion B.C. Conference in
Nanaimo.
We went to a lot of workshops, but what stood out was that
Joe brought his DJ equipment. I helped him set up and we
had blast.
It was my birthday and Joe ordered me a lemon meringue
pie. He was going to throw it in my face, but instead I
used my hands to eat it.
I remember him laughing at me because I had a white
face. My friend Joe was great person. He had a manner
of respect in how he conducted himself to you. He would
help you if you wanted help.
He would tell you the facts of what he thought was right.
He was truthful, trustworthy and a delight to be with.
He cared for his friends, family, colleagues and anyone
he had a connection with.
He also would help you when you were down and not
well.
Joe would help you solve issues that we all share
compassion for.
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HOMES
CORKBOARD
Got something that belongs on
the corkboard? Let us know!
To submit stuff for the
HOMES Corkboard, email to
newsletter@homesociety.ca.

HOME Society
Annual General Meeting
Tuesday Sept. 26
Ricky’s Restaurant
32080 Marshall Rd.,
Abby
RSVP by Sept. 18

Car Interior Cleaning
~ Sam Garbutt is
cleaning car interiors.
~ contact Bradner Home
to make an appointment
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Summer students have been inspirational
HOMES has also been there for the many self-advocates, and
the leadership of Bryce and Joe has been exemplified in the
award winning self-advocate net website, and nearly two
decades of SelfAdvocate retreats.
Along the way we have created many community partners,
including our main funders Community Living BC, nd our
many bankers and auditors who were always there when we
needed advice.
We also have a long history of neighbourhood connections
going back two decades at the Mount Lehman Fair and the
Edenvale Retreat Center.
The keys to any organization’s success are the many workers at
the line level, and the HOME Society is no exception. We have
been able to train, encourage, hire and promote a wonderful
group of caregivers, many of whom have been with HOMES for
decades, and some are the second generation in their families
to work for HOMES.
Cam takes another photo during HOMES camp at Cutlus
Over my career I have always enjoyed working with summer
Lake in 2010.
students.
Their skill and enthusiasm for learning has been inspiring.
Naomi and now Joanne Mitton, who manage our accounting, were both students.
The students are now dentists, doctors, lawyers, accountants and tech
wizards, to name a few fields.
We also have some good social workers, psychologists and some great
Gentle Teachers among those many students.
I have been very fortunate in my professional career to always have work
that was challenging, fulfilling, involved warm and caring colleagues,
and changed the world — one life at a time.
We all need Healthy Opportunities for Meaningful Experiences in our
lives.
I have certainly been fortunate to have HOMES as a key part of my life,
and I am proud to have contributed to HOMES. I will miss HOMES
and the many people involved in the coming years, but thanks to
technology we are never too far away.
Cam spends some time with daughters Audra
and Claire.

Cam Dorê

Joe Rikley was a risk taker who tried to improve himself
Joe had will power to succeed in living a life of happiness. Joe would say, “Don’t
let disability affect us, stay strong and don’t let others put you down.”
Joe showed us determination. He worked toward his dreams to succeed.
He proved people wrong about disabilities and ignored those that put you down.
He would just go for it and he would do it.
Joe was risk taker and was trying to improve himself to go to university and get a
job. He was a fighter and didn’t let his disability affect him to live his life to the
fullest.
He had a big smile that we will miss. Joe I love you as friend, and I will miss
you bud to the moon and back you will not be forgotten.
Rest in peace Joe Rikley.
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58th Home friend missed by many
By Lyndsey MacKenzie
We at 58th House we saddened earlier this year by the passing of our
friend, Edward Bryant, who lived at 58th for the past few years.
He passed unexpectedly Jan. 22nd of this year.
Eddie came to 58th in April of 2015.
He loved little toys and trinkets, paper and magazines.
He enjoyed sharing them with caregivers.
Nothing was off limits and if you didn't want to give up your phone or
clothing, you didn't leave it around Eddie as he would quickly claim it as
it own.
Eddie had a smile that could light up a room, a smile that you couldn't
help but smile back at.
Eddie wasn't able to tell us, but you just knew by being with him that he
was happy and content with his life.
One of his favorite things to do was go for a caramel sundae at
McDonalds.
Eddie will be missed by all of us :(
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Submissions welcome!
The HOME Society would love to see your submissions for
upcoming newsletters. To have your photos and submissions
considered for the next newsletter, please send them to
newsletter@homesociety.ca with your contact information for any
potential follw-up questions.

Happy Autumn!

The HOME Society
31581 South Fraser Way
Abbotfsord, BC
V2T 1T8
(604) 852-7888

