
A Word from our Executive Director  

Hi Everyone, 

I hope you all enjoyed a wonderful Thanksgiving with family and friends; it was certainly the 

warmest and sunniest Thanksgiving in recent memory! 

It was such a lovely summer as we resumed gathering for BBQ’s, birthdays, sporting or music 

events or just generally trying to get back to life before the pandemic. Although the worst 

seems to have passed, COVID is still out there and we need to remain vigilant with our health 

and the health of those we serve.  

Unfortunately, the flu season is now upon us and the experts are predicting it to be substantial, 

in part because for the past two years we have all been social distancing and wearing masks. 

Those precautions essentially kept the flu at bay but consequentially we all have lost a bit of 

immunity, so please get your flu shots as soon as you can. 

For our unionized caregivers, Collective Bargaining continues in efforts to secure a new con-

tract as the last one expired in March. I believe good progress is being made and if other recent 

settlements are any indicator, I think everyone should be happy with the result, including 

some retroactive pay from ratification date back to the end of March 2022. 

Like almost all employers these days, we are struggling with recruitment. The need for kind, 

loving caregivers is ongoing and we are doing our best, please remember our incentive pro-

gram of $100 for any referral that results in a new hire that successfully passed their trial/

probationary period. 

We welcomed Chrisanna back to work in early August, after an extended absence as she recov-

ered from surgery. She was surely missed by those that work in the office as well as Home 

Share providers, PC’s and guest alike…welcome back Chrisanna. 

We are very excited to be able to return to having our annual Christmas gathering this year 

and are hoping to see everyone at the Clarion hotel on December 01…please see Chrisanna for 

tickets ASAP before they sell out. 

“There are only two ways to live your life. One is as though nothing is a miracle. 

The other is as though everything is a miracle.” 

― Albert Einstein 

Hope to see you all soon.       Dave 
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THE HOMESOCIETY 

 
 

 

Here we are…in October feeling like we are in the midst of sum-

mer. Such fabulous weather to celebrate being able to socialize 

and be together once again. 

 

Now that COVID restrictions have eased, we are able to provide a 

variety of in person training. We are currently looking for a facili-

tator to provide an Indigenous Workshop. As part of H.O.M.E.S 

Cultural plan, we strive to widen our knowledge with cultural 

issues and diversity. Watch your emails for any updates. 

 

We held an Employee Appreciation evening on June 3rd, 2022 at 

Chances Casino in Abbotsford. This event is always a lot of fun 

and a chance for H.O.M.E.S to say “Thank You” to our employees. 

We played Pictionary…(a great hit!)...ate yummy appetizers and                  

some of us tried our luck at gambling. 

 

We would also like to acknowledge the following employees for 

their outstanding contributions they have made to their teams 

and the folks they support. They truly are all outstanding 

“Homie’s of the Month!” 

 

 Inder Brar 

 Shayla Dykstra  

 Stephanie Imrie  

 Rachel Leeming  

 Harjot Rehill  

 

Recruitment of new caregivers continues to be a struggle in the 

Community Living sector. Thankfully, with the referrals of our 

employees, we have been able to hire quality caregivers. Our re-

ferral incentive program has been working very well! 

As always, stay healthy and well!   Shelley 

HUMAN RESOURCE UPDATES  

THE HOME SOCIETY IS A  NON-
PROFIT ORGANIZATION DEDI-
CATED TO MAKING A DIFFER-
ENCE IN THE LIVES OF PEOPLE 
WITH SPECIAL NEEDS  



Gentle Teaching International Conference 

WELCOME MELL TO ACTI VITIES!! !  

 
In August a group of 7 of us traveled down to AnnArbor Michigan for the 20th 
Annual Gentle Teaching International Conference hosted by MORC an agency 
in Michigan. It has been 3 years since the last in person conference due to 
Covid and it was great to see our fellow GTI connections in person once again. 
 
Dave Lappin was a keynote speaker and presented on Harm reduction in a Cul-
ture of Gentleness. Myself as well as four new mentors in training (Nathan 
Murdoch, Candace Ledgerwood, Shawn Hagen and Keri Thomson) presented 
on "Why a Culture of Gentleness”. It included stories and video clips of those 
served, their families and their supports as to Why a Culture of Gentleness is 
important. While at the conference there was an annual giant Jenga competi-
tion and several of us from HOME''s joined "Team Canada who ended up win-
ning the competition. Second place went to team USA and Europe took home 
third place. A wonderful time was had by all!  
              - Karen Bojczuk 
 

Since the last newsletter there have 
been some changes with the activi-
ties program and we are pleased to 
announce that Mell Andrew is the 
newest activities planner!  
 
Mell is full of zest, creativity, and 
passion…the perfect combination 
for the role! During the pandemic, 
Mell demonstrated the ability to 
think outside the box and create 

new opportunities and adventures 
for the folks she shares her days 
with and herself. As things returned 
to “normal” and the need to fill the 
role once again increased, it was a 
natural choice to ask Mell as she 
had demonstrated such a strong 
dedication to creating fun, 
inclusive, and engaging opportuni-
ties for our folks. 

A few of us from HOME'S had the opportunity to 

go to Victoria March 7 to March 11. We had a fabu-

lous week training with Dr. Karyn Harvey digging 

deep into Trauma Informed Care.  We also had the 

opportunity to build connections with our GT Can-

ada partners from SAI in Saskatoon and COR in 

Regina.  There was team building events and some 

of us were able to make great friends with the pea-

cocks at Royal Roads University.  It was a great 

week,  fabulous training and fun connections!  

Please note that this is a private group and you will 
be required to answer a question in order to join 

Thank you Mell 
     for embracing
 the role,         
             making it  

 your own, 
   and 

     creating 
  

 
 
 
 
 

some 
 awesome 

 opportunities 

 for our folks!!  

   If you haven’t already and you would like to join 
 the activities group page feel free to use  this link: 
https://www.facebook.com/
groups/2749866751691131/?ref=share 

If you have had  a  
chance to visit  
our HOMES          
Activities  
Group on  
Facebook  
 
 
 
 
 
 
or  
attend  
a function   
that  Mell  
has organized,  
    I am sure  
    you will agree. 

Background graphics on Front and Back page by Miguel Á. Padriñán on Pexels 

Gentle Teaching Canada Connections  

https://www.facebook.com/groups/2749866751691131/?ref=share
https://www.facebook.com/groups/2749866751691131/?ref=share
https://www.pexels.com/photo/defocused-image-of-lights-255379/


 

Amy is a proud 
Squamish Nation mem-
ber, Spuzzum ally and a 

proud First Nations  
Matriarch.  

AMY ‘S WORK   

Amy is a proud Squamish Nation member. 
In our language, we are called 
Sḵwx̱wú7mesh Úxwumixw.  
 
Prior to 1923, the Squamish People were 
socially, economically, and politically orga-
nized into several physical communities 
called an úxwumixw (“village; people”) in 
the territory of the Squamish People.  
 
The total area of Sḵwx̱wú7mesh 
Úxwumixw traditional territory is 6,732 
square kilometers (673,200 hectares). This 
territory includes some of the present day 
cities of Vancouver, Burnaby and New 
Westminster, all of the cities of North Van-
couver and West Vancouver, Port Moody 
and all of the District of Squamish and the 
Municipality of Whistler.  
 

 
Amy is seen standing at the old Alexandra 

Bridge that is a historical reminder of BC's 

reconstruction of the Cariboo Wagon 

Road. Preservation of this bridge is instru-

mental to the economic growth and stabil-

ity for Spuzzum peoples that will help 

them remain connected to their traditional 

and sacred lands across the Fraser River.  
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Amy recently met with the Honourable 
Premier Horgan for Truth & Reconcilia-
tion Day to honour her fellow relatives 
who were forcibly removed from our 
villages, homes, culture and family. 
Amy is a generational survivor. She is 
working with her younger sister and 
Chief Hobart of Spuzzum Nation to 
advance the inherent rights of identity, 
inclusion and accessibility for her   fel-
low neurodiverse peoples.   

Amy also met recently with Na-
tional Chief Rosanne Archibald 
who is working towards disabil-
ity and accessibility for all peo-
ples facing barriers across the 
spectrum.   

Contributed By: Lenore Baker,  
  Amy's little sister.   

https://www.facebook.com/groups/2749866751691131/?ref=share
https://www.facebook.com/groups/2749866751691131/?ref=share
https://www.pexels.com/photo/defocused-image-of-lights-255379/


As long as I can 
I will look at this world  
for the both of us 
 
As long as I can 
I will sing with the birds, 
I will laugh with the flowers, 
I will look to the stars for both of us. 

 

- Author Unknown 
 

 Remembering Sheila  
Our beautiful beloved Sheila is  
well missed by so many.  
 
Shiela was one of the first individu-
als  who embraced  HOME Society 
when Woodlands institution was 
closing down.  She stayed with us 
for more than a quarter of the cen-
tury, never failing to charm us  with 
her gentle loving presence. 
 
For anyone who would love to visit  
her and maybe enjoy a coffee while  
doing so, she is rested beside her 
family at Mountain View Cemetery  
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Sheila was visited at her 
resting place by her former    

roommate and best friend 
Mikaela, as well  as  

other friends.  
       It was a loving visit  

         full of happy memories  
        while the most perfect  
        candle was lit made of 

coffee and cocoa,  
        Sheila’s favourite 

things.  

Background graphix by Ray Hennessy at Unsplash  

Ruth rests in Hatzic Cemetery and her memorial 

service on 26th October was attended by several 

of her longtime friends with fond recollections. 

With Contributions from Herman and Judy      

Wilkinson 

During her active days,  she was an 
avid adventure  enthusiast, trying 
her hands at  summer camps, swim-
ming, bowling, and horse riding, 
and getting involved at several ad-
venture clubs. She loved Western 
movies, and singing and dancing 
with Elvis, and meeting an Elvis  
impersonator!  

Ruth was another wonderful addition to our HOMES    

family. She started her journey from Woodlands, ultimately 

adopting Parveen and her family as her last sojourn, where 

she developed deep bonds with her extended family, and 

became the favorite person of the family’s’ grandma.  

Goodbye dear Ruth!  

https://unsplash.com/photos/jN5pk0lbv4E


Fraser has greatly enjoyed having many of the COVID restrictions eased up 
as it has allowed him to resume many of his previous activities.   In 
particular he has enjoyed bowling again.    
 He went to a dinner dance in Vancouver at a conference 
with one of his support team.  They stayed the night at a hotel at 
the Vancouver Airport.  There was a live band playing at the dinner 
and dance where Fraser had his picture taken with the band.   The 
band allowed Matt from the audience to go up on the stage to sing 
with them much Like Fraser got to do with The Jersey Boys a few 
years before at the Blue Frog Studio.  
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 LIFE IN 
FRASER’S 
CORNER 

Fraser also got to celebrate4 his birthday for the first time in 
about 3 years. His staff arranged an excellent Birthday Party at 
Anne Marie’s Café which is a 50’s diner right here in Ab-
botsford.  He had also enjoyed a birthday luncheon at Rocko’s 
Diner in Mission.  At Anne Marie’s Café they had come up with 
a new menu item creation in the form of a hamburger that was 
named for Fraser “The Fraser Burger”.   It was intended to 
compete with Fraser’s known favorite burger at Rocko’s called 
the J. J. Burger (Jughead Jones Burger) but the Fraser Burger 
at Anne Marie’s beats them all.   

During his birthday party at Anne Marie’s Fra-

ser received a number of guests, in fact the res-

taurant staff had to keep setting out more tables 

and chairs to accommodate everyone.  To top 

things off Fraser even received a Happy Birth-

day telephone call from Mike Stoker who is a 

direct descendant of the original author of Drac-

ula -talk about preparation for Hallowe’en hey? 

Ann Marie’s Café was great!  Everyone there 
thought so.  Fraser met Colin’s friend Angie who 
is the manager of the establishment.  One of the 
servers (Tasmira) was even named after a genie.  
Fraser got hugs from all of his servers at Ann 
Marie’s Café and all of them were given without 
asking, in fact they were all lined up so as to not 
miss out on their turn for a hug with Fraser.    

A loss which Fraser continues to feel 
deeply about is Jeanelle’s passing.  She 
passed a year ago this November.  A me-
morial service was held at the HOMES 
Office in April of 2022 at which Fraser 
sang a personal favorite by Amy Grant 
called “Thy Word Is A Lamp Unto My 
Feet”.  One of Fraser’s staff accompanied 
Fraser on 12 string guitar.  

One of Jeanelle’s support staff (Robin) did 
an excellent impression of Elmo at the ser-
vice too.  She used to do it for Jeanelle 
when Jeanelle would be getting into bed 
for the night. 
Fraser also wants to mention another of his 
HOMES family friends - Sheila - who also 
died this past year.  Sheila loved going to 
Coffee Club.  Fraser remembers when he 
had dinner at Sheila’s home a few times 
when she was sharing a home with 
Jeanelle. 

Fraser enjoyed getting out to a Christmas themed 
dinner at a nice restaurant in Langley with his Dad 
last year where he also got to watch Steve “Elvis” 
Elliott perform live there.  He had just spoken with 
Steve about a week before by phone and Steve was a 
perfect gentleman.  Steve’s wife worked the sound 
system at the Christmas performance.  Steve’s wife 
is from Morocco.  She gave Fraser a shirt with Ste-
ve’s information emblazoned on it.   
Fraser told Steve that he should portray Elvis in a 
movie that would also be about Tom Jones the 
Welsh Rock singer. The movie could be named after 
one of Tom Jones’ biggest hits called “It’s Not Unu-
sual’.   Steve was amused.  A member of Fraser’s 
staff used to take care of transporting Tom Jones’ 
wardrobe around in a big van about 40 years ago so 
that brings the story a bit closer to home. 

Speaking of movies Fraser hosted an outdoor movie in his back yard this past summer.  The featured 

film was Aladdin which featured Will Smith.   Robin Williams had done the voice of the genie in the 

cartoon rendering of the Aladdin movie. In addition to the back yard movie Fraser also enjoyed host-

ing a couple of barbecues at his home this year. He is also getting excited about the up-coming Hal-

lowe’en activities & planning out his costume. 



    Hi Friends  

I'm so happy to be out of Covid & to be seeing Friends again.  
 

I completed 
my goal of hik-
ing the Teapot 
trail in Cultus 
& I did it in 
record time 
with friends.  

The most awesome part of 

being out of covid besides 

finally seeing my friends 

again, is I got to see my    

sister & we stayed at a lake  

3 hours away.  

  

 

That was very tough, I worked really 
hard & I'm very proud of myself & 
Shannon too for joining me that day.  
 
I wanted to throw axes like I saw on 
TV so I did!.  I wanted to go to a foot-
ball game, so I did. That is the best.  

LETTER FROM ROSIE 

Life is so exciting and I'm 
thankful to be so active with 
my friend Melly, who does so 
much with me.  

 

If you want to do something,  
you can do it. Friends help,  
Melly helps me do so much.  
Friendship is beautiful.  
 

Your friend Rosie  



Our folks are very happy to be 
together again. We all are so 
thankful.  
 
If you have any questions or 
ideas about  activities please 
reach out to Mell.   

ACTIVITIES INFORMATION 

Our Activities are getting back into 
action. There is always something 
for everyone to enjoy. Each Activity 
is run by one of our friends & we 
look forward to sharing laughs to-
gether.  
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 Tuesday mornings 
Rosie welcomes us 
all to join her on a 
community trail. 
Rosie has walked all 
over Abbotsford & 
knows the best trails 
for all the seasons.  

Tuesday afternoon Mik 
welcomes us to join her 
at a local coffee shop for 
Social-Tea, enjoy a sip & 
chat with friends.  

Every other Saturday Nate hosts  

 

 

 

 

 

Movie Club at the local theater.  

Wednesday we have Bowling 
Club, everyone is welcome to 

come, it is a lot of fun.   

 
  Every 2nd & 4th  
 Thursday of the month  
       we are meeting at Archway  
   downtown Abbotsford for a  
    unique evening of dinner & ....  
       an evening to socialize and  
          share a healthy light meal.  

Langley  Dance Connect ions 
hosts  a  monthly  Dance  in  
Langley  that ’s  a  lot  o f  us    

enjoy  attending.  So  please  
come & join!  us .   

 

Our Christmas  
Dinner is back! 

Santa will be making an appearance so if you 
have children 12 and under, please make sure 
you arrive by 5:00We are having a plated din-

ner - NO BUFFET  
In order to help offset costs we are selling 

tickets at $10 per person.   
Please RSVP and purchase your tickets no later 

than Monday, November 21st. 
This year we have a cash bar, please drink and 

drive responsibly. 
Contact Chrisanna.Sampson@homesociety.ca 

 
For updated Activities information, 

please look up  the periodic 
emails from Mel, or watch our  

activities Facebook group  

Buy tickets 
by 21 Nov 

https://unsplash.com/@ninjason?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText
https://unsplash.com/?utm_source=unsplash&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=creditCopyText


The Newsletter Needs You!!!  

The H.O.M.E.  Society is  always looking for submissions! 

If you have an article, photo,  or something you want to see 

in the next issue of the newsletter,  

please send your submissions to: 

Newsletter@homesociety.ca 

 

H.O.M.E.  Society  Board  Members  

Ed Baartman  President  edbaartman@ipcc.org 

Michele Christie Secretary/Treasurer  michele@impactabby.com  

Sjoerd Nap         Director    sjoerdfnap@gmail.com 

Marlene Baardsden    Director     knuckle ehead@telus.net  

Kevin Gilles                   Director    kqillies@shaw.ca 

OUR MISSION STATEMENT AND VALUES 

H.O.M.E.S. IS COMMITTED TO: 

*Welcoming men and women who need a supportive home in the community 

by embracing the philosophy of Gentle Teaching. 

*Linking with family, friends, and neighbors to provide a circle of support for 

those we serve. 

*Supporting the community in which we live and work; contributing to the 

local economy, agencies and events, and sharing the gifts and skills of those 

within the H.O.M.E.   Society. 

OUR VALUES 

*Ethical Conduct 

*Awareness of Moral Duty 

*Responsibility and Accountability in all aspects of our operations 

*Pursuit of Excellence 

*Honesty and Integrity 

*Fairness and Equality 

*The Celebration of Cultural, Ethnic, and Spiritual Diversity 

Healthy Opportunities for 
Meaningful Experience Society 

 

33140 Mill Lake Rd,  
Abbotsford BC V2S 2A5  

 
Phone: 1.604.852.7888 

Fax: 604-852-7801  
E-mail: info@homesociety.ca  

 

    Shelley Rath   604-897-7422 

 Management Member/Co-Chair   

    Karen Bojczuk  604-857-4741 

 Management Member 

    Chrisanna Smith  604-852-7888 

 Employee Rep/Secretary  

    Cheryl Richardson   604-613- 5671) 

 Employee Rep/Primary Accident Investigator  

     Suman Dhaliwal  604-300-2343  

 SFC/Single Homes Employee Rep  

    Loni Miller   604-613-6849 

 Licensed Homes PC Rep  

     Margy Klems  604-556-8108 

 Employee Rep  

     Marcel Chartier  604-613-6454  

 Employee Rep/Co-Chair    

Proud Gentle Teaching    
International    Partner 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Organizations across Canada 
are actively collaborating 
with one another and our 
Gentle Teaching Internation-
al partners to expand on and 
strengthen our cultures of 
gentleness through the devel-
opment of Gentle Teaching 

HEALTH AND SAFETY COMMITTEE  

We are grateful to Allan Skuce, our long time Board Member and 
Past-President, for his continued support throughout the many 
years. Allan decided to step down this year . 


